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SUBJECT: SECRETARY SIMON’S CALL ON MINISTER OF RECONSTRUCTION 

1. SECRETARY SIMON MET TODAY WITH MINISTER OF 
RECONSTRUCTION OSMAN AHMED OSMAN AT LATTER'S REQUEST. 
OSMAN WANTED TO BRIEF THE SECRETARY ON HIS PLANS. 

2. AFTER FIRST RELATING HIS PERSONAL BUSINESS BACK- 
GROUND, OSMAN SAID HE IS ANXIOUS AS A BUSINESSMAN TO 
ATTRACT CAPITAL TOEGYPT. FOR THIS, SECURITY, FREEDOM 
AND STABILITY ARE NECESSARY. THE LOCATION OF THE SUEZ 
CANAL IS IDEAL FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES. TO EXPLOIT 

THIS OPPORTUNITY, HOWEVER, A GOOD PLAN IS NEEDED. HIS 



MINISTRY IS COOPERATING WITH A LARGE NUMBER OF 
CONSULTANTS IN VARIOUS FIELDS TO DEVELOP SUCH A PLAN. 

3. THERE WILL IN EFFECT BE REGIONAL PLANS, E.G. 

PORT SAID, SUEZ, ISMAILIA, TUNNELS, LAND RECLAMATION. 

ETC. THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT SHOULD BE DONE IN EGYPT, 
E.G. INDUSTRIALIZATION OF SINAI, MORE TOURISM, 

FISHING, ETC. HE IS CONCENTRATING ON INFRA-STRUCTURE, 

THE MINISTER EXPLAINED, AND FOR THAT HE EEDS MONEY. 

HE ESTIMATED THE TOTAL COST OF INFRA-STRUCTURE AT 
1.5 BILLION POUNDS STERLING OR $5 BILLION. THIS INCLUDES 
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PORT SAID HARBOR. 

4. SECRETARY SIMON SAID HE AGREED WITH THE IMPORTANCE 
OF CONCENTRATING ON INFRA-STRUCTURE AND ATTRACTING 
FOREIGN CAPITAL. 

HE THOUGH THAT THE MINISTER'S PROJECCT WAS 
ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING ACTIVITIES IN EGYPT. HE 
RECALLED THAT WE HAVE ASKED THE CONGRESS FOR $850 MIT .ETON 
IN 

ECONOMIC AND FOR EGYPT. A MAJOR PART OF WHICH IS TO 
BE ALLOTTED FOR SUEZ CANAL AREA RECONSTRUCTION. 

5. OSMAN ALSO GAVE SECRETARY SIMON COPIES OF HIS 
VARIOUS PLANNING DOCUMENTS. 
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